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Pr. Patsy Alexandsy

Chaster Beatty Resssrch Institute
Rayal Cancer Hospital

Fulham Road

London $.W. 3, Englaad Mxivate
Desr Dr, Alexander;

1 am writing in respounse to your letter of Jamuary 23, 1959, to
Mx. R. €. Pesvey. Uafortunstaly, Dr. Ledsrbexg will be umsble to attend
the CETEX meeting in the Hague. Nowever, in working with this Board,
hs has agresd to hold a meeting on the subject of contsmination soom ia
order to provide ths Board with some views vhich might be availsble in
time for CETEX consideration.

The Space Sciemce Beard iteslf has given eoms thought to the con~
teminstion quastion. On the one hand it appesrs possidble to take a
“hands off" position on the ground thai this would give maximm encoursge-
sent to space vresearch, This position could have serious comsequences.
On the other hand, ome could taks a rigorous position on centsmination,
risking serious (nhibition of spscs ressarch, It is quite possible that
this pesition would bs ignored,

Wa are begisning to fesl that scme intermediate position may be
desirsble«~a positive appresch stressing what cau and sheuld be dons
in space ressarch. Thus, consideration might be given to placing emperi-
msnts ia such sequence that the effects of early expsrimeats upon lster
omes would be minimml.

Since the Beard's views ave still in flux and premsture dissemina-~
tion of thess cursory remarks would be undasiradble, I have adiresssd you
privately, chiefly in the hope thet we might slicit your own views and
suggest our desire to cooperate with you end yeur collsagues.

Sincersly yours,

Hugh Odishaw
Enxscutive Directer

cc: Dr. Joshua Lederberg



